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In January this year, Patricia Berjak was awarded the Silver Medal of the South African Association of Botanists for research 
excellence. The award , which requires the consensus of at least 70% of the SAAB Council Members, reflects the succession 
of cutling-edge contributions made by Berjak in her research career to date. These started during the course of her PhD 
research, with the ultrastructural and cytochemical characterisation of plant lytic compartments, and of membrane damage as 
a pivotal event during orthodox seed deterioration. The following phase, when Berjak had attracted a team of able research 
students, concentrated on problems posed by the xerotolerant fungi , particularly in terms of their effects on stored orthodox 
seeds, their gaining access to the inner seed tissues before and after harvest, the reality of their systemic transmission and 
means to minimise or eradicate the mycoflora prior to seed storage. Over the past 20 years, however, recalcitrant seeds have 
been 8erjak's major field of research specialisation . Together with the co-author of this issues minireview NW Pammenter and 
several notable research students, she has highlighted the cell biology of recalcitrance, elucidated much in terms of the prop-
erties underlying desiccation sensitivity, addressed the contribution of fungi to post-harvest seed deterioration and, most 
recently, the team is achieving noteworthy success in conservation of the genetic resources of species producing recalcitrant 
seeds. 
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